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CELTIC EVENSONG AND COMMUNION 
CHRIST AND GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

Petersburg, Virginia 
 

September 16, 2018 
 

 Prelude Music 5:15 p.m. 
 

                    Service 5:30 p.m. 
 

Welcome to this evening service.  In order to prepare for worship and allow for private prayer, we ask that silence be 
observed upon entering the church.  At the end of the service, please remain seated in silence until the conclusion of the 
Postlude, when the bell will be rung.  We are glad you are here. 

 
 

Prelude Music  
 

The Salley Garden                                                              Traditional Irish Melody  
 

Jesus Shall Reign                                                         John Harron 1793  
 

This is My Father's World                                                  Traditional English Melody 
 

The Gift of Love                                                                                                         Traditional Irish Melody 
 
Opening Acclamation     Please stand at the sound of the bell. 

 

Leader:  Welcome to this ancient place, 
All:   House of prayer for many nations; home to all who come. 
 
Leader:  Welcome to this gathering place, 
All:   Friend and stranger, saint and sinner, in all who gather here. 
 
Leader:  Come with hope or hesitation; come with joy or yearning; all who hunger, all  
  who thirst for life in all its fullness, 
All:   Generous God and generous Savior, touch us through your spirit. 

 
Prayer for Light 
 
Leader:  Come to us this night, O God, 
All:   Come to us with light. 
 
Leader:  Speak to us this night, O God, 
All:   Speak to us your truth. 
 
Leader:  Dwell with us this night, O God, 
All:   Dwell with us in love. 
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Gather Hymn 700 Will you come and follow me                                                                             Kelvingrove 
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Test: John L. Bell, b. 1949, ©1987, Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent.  Tune: Kelvingrove, 76767776; Scottish traditional; arr.  
by John L. Bell, b. 1949. All Rights Reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-723555. 

 
The Reading   Mark 8:27-38       Please be seated. 
 

Reader:  O God, as these words are read, 
All:   In our hearts may we feel your presence. 
 

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others, 
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter 
answered him, “You are the Messiah.” And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 
 

Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by 
the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all 
this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.” 
 

He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let 
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life 
will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For 
what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in 
return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful 
generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.” 
 
Silence is observed after the reading. 
 
Reflection     Robin Teasley     
                                                                  

A moment of silence will follow. 
 
Music for Meditation  
   
The King of Love My Shepherd Is                                                                                       Ancient Irish Melody 
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Prayers of the People    Please stand. 
 
Leader:  Let us pray for ourselves and for others. In the pauses between the petitions, I invite you to  
  voice your own prayers, either silently or aloud. 
 
Leader:  We bring to God, 
All:   Someone whom we have met or remembered today and for whom we want to pray. 
  (pause) 
 
Leader:  We bring to God, 
All:   Someone who is hurting tonight and needs our prayer. (pause) 
 
Leader:  We bring to God, 
All:   A troubled situation in our world tonight. (pause) 
 
Leader:  We bring to God, 
All:   Someone whom we find hard to forgive or trust. (pause) 
 
Leader:  We bring ourselves to God, 
All:   That we might grow in generosity of spirit, clarity of mind, and warmth of affection. 
  (pause) 
 
Leader:  O Trinity of Love, you have been with us at the world's beginning, 
All:    Be with us till the world's end. (pause) 
 
Leader:  You have been with us at our life's shaping, 
All:   Be with us at our life’s end. (pause) 
 
Leader:  You have been with us at the sun's rising, 
All:   Be with us till the day’s end. (pause) 
 
Leader:  O Christ, kindle in our hearts within a flame of love to our neighbor, to our foes,  
  to our friends, to our kindred all. 
All:   O Christ of the poor and the yearning, from the humblest thing that lives, to the  
  name that is highest of all, kindle in our hearts within a flame of love.  Amen. 
 
Individual Prayers     Please be seated. 
 

During the instrumental music, you are welcome to come forward to light a votive candle as a symbol of your prayers.  
 
Music for Meditation   
 

For the Beauty of the Earth                                                                                                                           Dix 
 
Abide with Me                                                                                                                William Henry Monk 
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Gather Hymn 698 Take up your cross                                                                                         O Waly Waly                                                         

 

 

 
Text: Charles W. Everest, 1814-1877, alt. Tune: O Waly Waly, LM; English; harm. By Martin West. B. 1929. Reprinted under 
OneLicense.net A-723555.  

 
The Peace     
 May the peace of Christ be with you. 
 And also with you.       
  

All now exchange a sign of peace; then please be seated. 
 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Alms basins are not passed through the congregation at this service. 
You may place your offering in the alms basin at the door as you leave. 

 
At the Offertory                                                                
I Sing the Mighty Power of God                                                                                                      Forest Green 
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The Eucharistic Prayer   Please stand. 
                                          

Leader:  The Lord be with you, 
All:   And also with you. 
 

Leader:  Lift up your hearts, 
All:   We lift them up to God. 
 

Leader:  Let us give thanks to God, 
All:   It is right to give both thanks and praise. 
 

Leader:  Blessed are you, O God, 
All:   For you have brought forth bread from the earth. 
 

Leader:  Blessed are you, O God, 
All:   For you have created the fruit of the vine. 
 

Leader:  In the beginning you watered the earth, 
All:   That man and woman might have food and drink. 
 

Leader:  You gave to your servant Sarah, 
All:   Bread to strengthen her family on their journey, and wine to make them glad. 
 

Leader:  You called Moses and his people out of bondage, 
All:   And refreshed them with food in the wilderness. 
 

Leader:  You gave Mary and Jesus their daily bread to share, 
All:   And here at your table, you offer us bread and wine for the journey to nourish us as  
  sons and daughters. 
 

Leader:  And so with all our sisters and brothers, before us and beside us, 
All:   We praise you from our hearts for your unending greatness. 

 

Leader:  Blessed is our brother Jesus, who walks with us the road of our world's suffering, and who is 
  known to us in the breaking of bread. On the night of his arrest Jesus took bread and having 
  blessed it he broke the bread and gave it to his disciples, saying, This is my body, given to  
  you. 
 

  In the same way he took wine and having given thanks for it he poured it out and gave the  
  cup to his disciples, saying, This cup is the new relationship with God, sealed with my blood. 
  Take this and share it. I shall drink wine with you next in the coming Kingdom of God. 
 

All:   Loving God, through your goodness we have this bread and wine to offer, which  
  earth has given and human hands have made. May we know your presence in the  
  sharing of this bread, so that we may know your touch in all bread, all matter. 
 

  We celebrate the life that Jesus has shared among his community through the   
  centuries, and shares with us now. Made one in Christ and one with each other, we  
  offer these gifts and with them ourselves, a single, holy, living sacrifice.  AMEN. 
 

All:   Our father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we   
  forgive those who sin against us. Save us in the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  
  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread     A period of silence is kept. 
 
Leader:  The table of bread and wine is now ready. It is the table of company with Jesus, and all  
  who love him. It is the table of sharing with the poor of the world, with whom Jesus   
  identified himself. It is the table of communion with the earth, in which Christ became  
  incarnate.  So come to this table, you who have much faith and you who would like to have  
  more; you who have been here often and you who have not been for a long time; you who  
  have tried to follow Jesus, and you who have failed. Come. It is Christ who invites us to  
  meet him here. 
 
You are welcome to be seated until you come forward to receive. A larger chalice for drinking or a smaller chalice for dipping 
are available to either side of the bread.  
 
Music during Communion   
 
Ash Grove                                                                                                              Traditional Welsh Melody 
 
The Lord is My Shepherd, I'll Not Want                                                                             Scottish Psalter 1650 
 
Celebrant         Let us pray.  Please stand. 
 

All:   O God of the high heavens, O Christ of the deep earth, O Spirit of the flowing waters, 
  O Trinity of love, you have offered your love to us, and here we pledge our love to  
  you. Strengthen us in our desire, and breathe into our bodies the passion of your  
  love.  We pray this in the name of Jesus, to whom we commit ourselves. Amen. 
 
Blessing    
        
Leader:  May the everlasting God shield you, east and west and wherever you go. And the  
  blessing of God be upon you, 
All:   The blessing of the God of life. 
 
Leader:  The blessing of Christ be upon you, 
All:   The blessing of the Christ of love. 
 
Leader:  The blessing of the Spirit be upon you, 
All:   The blessing of the spirit of grace. 
 
Leader:  The blessing of the Trinity be upon you. Now and for evermore. 
All:   Amen. 
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Hymn 657  Love Divine, All Loves Excelling                                          Hyfrydol  

 

 
 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Leader:  As you have been fed at this table, go to feed the hungry. As you have been set free, go to  
  set free the imprisoned. As you have received, give. As you have heard, proclaim. And the  
  blessing which you have received from Creator, Son, and Spirit go with you. 
 

Please remain seated in silence until the conclusion of the Postlude when the bell will be rung.  Then join us for food and 
fellowship in Lackey Hall.  Exit the church through the door beside the baptism font – Lackey Hall is at the far end of the 
hallway. 
 

Postlude O Come, Thou Traveler Unknown                                                            Traditional Scottish Melody 
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Participants in the Service 
Leader & Reflection   The Reverend Robin Teasley 
Cantor Tim Richardson     Lay Reader Andy Gates 

Chalice Bearers Bee Betts, Samantha Ellis, Claire Brill 
Audio Melanie Williamson     Musician Melissa Adams    

 

*** 

Special thanks to Samantha Ellis 
for planning and hosting the reception after the service. 

*** 

The texts in this liturgy are © The Iona Community from The Iona Abbey Worship Book, published by Wild 
Goose Publications, Iona Community, Fourth Floor, Savoy House, 140 Sauchiehall St, Glasgow G2 3DH, 
UK.       *** 

Announcements 
 

Our next Celtic Evensong and Communion service will be on October 21.  We hope you will join us and 
bring your friends. Pre-service music begins at 5:15 p.m.  
 

Episcopal Relief & Development is now supporting dioceses along the coast as they prepare to respond to 
the storm.  Please continue to pray for all those impacted by hurricanes, for the first responders who will 
initiate any needed rescue phase, and for church communities as they reach out to their most vulnerable 
members and neighbors. Contributions to the Hurricane Relief Fund will help Episcopal Relief & 
Development support Church and other local partners as they provide critical emergency assistance to 
those most in need.  See bulletin insert for additional information. 
 

Online giving has come to Christ and Grace!  Get information on how to get started by visiting the table in 
Lackey Hall where handouts are available.  Watch for additional information in the bulletin, on Facebook 
and the church website. 
 

September is recovery month which promotes the societal benefits of prevention, treatment, and recovery 
for mental and substance use disorders, celebrates people in recovery, lauds the contributions of treatment 
and service providers, and promotes the message that recovery in all its forms is possible. Recovery Month 
spreads the positive message that behavioral health is essential to overall health, that prevention works, 
treatment is effective and people can and do recover.  We will have John M and Tyler H speaking at our 
Adult Education class on Sunday, September 23 about this topic. 
 

*** 

A Celtic Approach to Christianity 
 

Christians in the Celtic-speaking areas of Britain, Ireland, Scotland, and Wales developed some 
traditions differing from other parts of the church until the 7th century. Unfortunately, little of how they 
actually practiced their faith has survived. Over the centuries since then, many people have sought to re-
envision ‘Celtic’ approaches to prayer and worship. 

 

One of the most active centers of this revival movement has been the Iona Community, founded in 
1938, as an ecumenical monastic community, destination for pilgrimages, and originator of liturgical and 
devotional resources. It is from the Iona Community’s publications that the liturgy of our Celtic Service is 
derived. 

 

  The Iona Community’s approach to worship is characterized by participatory worship, inclusive 
language, and using inherited traditions to speak in new ways to today’s world. Their approach, as ours at 
Christ and Grace, seeks to deepen our awareness of, appreciation for, and relationship with God in Christ, 
all peoples, and the created world.  

https://episcopalrelief.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b78ff0ad1edb317537153e4c9&id=e67f32c780&e=1e06b4f82f

